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to draw water from the place where Tiruppan was seated,
and called to him to remove himself, in order that his out-
caste presence might not be a pollution. Tiruppan heard
nothing, till at last the Brahmin in his irritation threw
a stone at him. Tiruppan at once realised the situation
and humbly withdrew. The Brahmin proceeded to draw
the water and in due course presented it to Sri Ranganathan.
To his intense surprise it was rejected, and the god rebuked
him angrily for his treatment of the outcaste, who was his
devotee. Finally, Maha Muni was instructed to go to
Tiruppan and carry him on his shoulders to the sacred
presence, as Tiruppan's modesty would not allow him of
his own motion to bring what he regarded as the defilement
of his person near to the god. This was done, and the
ecstatic experience drew from Tiruppan the Amalan-ddi-
pirdn in ten stanzas, He was finally absorbed into the
divine form at the age of fifty.
Last and most picturesque of the Alvars comes tiru-
mangai, born in the thief caste, his father being commander
of the armies of the Chola king.    The name Nila (blue)
was given to the child in honour of Vishnu.   He inherited
his father's position, and was made a sub-king of the Tiru-
vali country;  he was thus able to indulge his turbulent
passions to the full.   His conversion to religious thought
dates from his falling in love with a heavenly nymph adopted
by a Vaishnava who gave her the name of Kumuda Valli,
as he had found her in a lily pool.   Uninfluenced by his
offers of jewellery and wealth, she refused to marry anyone
but a true Vaishnava.   Nila immediately hurried to a shrine
and begged the deity to make him a Vaishnava.   In answer
to his prayer the twelve marks of Vishnu—the wheel, the
conch, etc.—were imprinted on his person, and he thus
returned to claim his bride.   Kumuda Valli, however, in-
sisted that he should feed 1,008 Vaishnavas daily for one
year.   To this also he agreed, and the marriage was duly
celebrated. From this point Nila becomes Tirumangai. He
kept his promise to feed the 1,008 Vaishnavas, though in
order to do so he defrauded his overlord, who therefore came
against him and made him a prisoner.   However, while he
was in captivity a  hidden  hoard  was   revealed  to  him

